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Reply to Office Action of August 3, 2007 

REMARKS 

The Applicants have studied the Office Action dated August 3, 2007. Claims 2-14 remain 
pending. In the Office Action the Examiner: 

• Objected to the disclosure for two informalities; 

• Objected to claim 3, because of an informality; 

• Objected to claims 2-14 under under 35 U.S.C. 112, f 2, second paragraph as being 
indefinte as to terminology used in the specification; and 

• Indicated the allowable subject matter of claims 2-1 4. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

The Applicants also wish to thank Examiner Talbot for indicating the allowable subject matter 
of claims 2-14. The Applicants respectfully submit that this amendment places the 
application in a condition for allowance which allowance is respectfully requested. 

Ob jection to Specification for Informalities 

As noted above, the Examiner objected to the specification for two informalities. Specifically, 
the Applicants have amended the specification at paragraph [0048] and [0059] to remove the 
extranious periods No new matter has been added. With this amendment the Applicants 
respectfully submitts that the Examiner's rejection to the specification has been overcome 
and should be withdrawn. 

Objection to Claim 3 for an Informality 

As noted above, the Examiner objected to claim 3 for an informality. The Applicants have 
carefully amended claim 3 to correct the typo of "from" to -form--. The Applicants respectfully 
submit that the Examiner's objection to claim 3 has been overcome and respectfully request 
the Examiner's objection be withdrawn. 
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35 U.S.C.112.f 2 

As noted above, the Examiner rejected claims 1-14 under under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, f 2, as being 
indefinite. Per tine Examiner's suggestion, the Applicants have carefully amended the 
specification to provide consitent use of terminology in the allowable claims. Specifically, the 
Applicants have amended the specification to recite consistent terminology as used in the 
allowable claims: 

"top ply" 

"bottom ply" 

"first side of top ply" 

"second side of top ply (i.e. inner side of top ply)" 
"first side of bottom ply (i.e. inner side of bottom ply)" 
"second side of bottom ply (i.e. backside of bottom ply)" 

No new matter has been added. The Applicants respectfully submit that the Examiner's 
rejection to claims 2-14 has been overcome and the Examiner's rejections should be 
withdrawn. 

CONCLUSION 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon was reviewed and Applicants believe that 
such prior art is not pertinent to Applicants' disclosure. 

No amendment made was related to the statutory requirements of patentability unless 
expressly stated herein. No amendment made was for the purpose of narrowing the scope of 
any claim, unless Applicants have argued herein that such amendment was made to 
distinguish over a particular reference or combination of references. 

Applicants acknowledge the continuing duty of candor and good faith to disclose information 
known to be material to the examination of this application. In accordance with 37 CFR 
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§1.56, all such information is dutifully made of record. The foreseeable equivalents of any 
territory surrendered by amendment are limited to the territory taught by the information of 
record. No other territory afforded by the doctrine of equivalents is l<nowingly surrendered 
and everything else is unforeseeable at the time of this amendment by the Applicants and 
their attorneys. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees that may be required or credit 
any overpayment to Deposit Account 50-1556. 

In view of the preceding discussion, it is submitted that the claims are in condition for 
allowance. Reconsideration and re-examination is requested. 

PLEASE CALL the undersigned if the Examiner believes that there are any informalities that 
can be corrected by Examiner's amendment, or that in any way it would help expedite the 
prosecution of the patent application. 



Respectfully submitted. 



Date: November 5, 2007 By: /Jon A. Gibbons/ 

Jon A. Gibbons 
(Reg. No.37,333) 
Attorney for Applicant 



FLEIT KAIN GIBBONS 

GUTMAN BONGINI & BIANCO P.L 

One Boca Commerce Center 

551 N.W. 77th Street 

Suite 111, Boca Raton, Florida 33487 

Telephone: (561) 989-9811 

Facsimile: (561)989-9812 

ww.FocusOnlP.com 
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PATENT 



INVENTORS: Warren M. FABEL 
Jose B. CORTEZ 
Glen A. AUCHTER 

MULTI-LABEL MAILING FORM INCLUDING CERTIFIED SELF-MAILER 

PARTIAL WAIVER OF COPYRIGHT 



[0001] All of the material in this patent application is subject to copyright 
protection under the copyright laws of the United States and of other countries. 
As of the first effective filing date of the present application, this material is 
protected as unpublished material. However, permission to copy this material is 
hereby granted to the extent that the copyright owner has no objection to the 
facsimile reproduction by anyone of the patent documentation or patent 
disclosure, as it appears in the United States Patent and Trademark Office 
patent file or records, but othenwise reserves all copyright rights whatsoever. 



CROSS-REFERENCED APPLICATIONS 



[0002] This non-provisional application is a continuation-in-part of the non- 
provisional patent application serial number 10/378,163 with inventor Warren 
Fabel entitled "MULTI-LABEL MAILING FORM FOR NON-IMPACT PRINTER" 
filed February 28, 2003, which is hereby incorporated by reference in its 
entirety. This non-provisional application is also a continuation-in-part of the 
non-provisional patent application serial number 10/255,375 with inventor 
Warren Fabel entitled "SINGLE SIDE IMAGED POSTAL FORM ASSEMBLY" 
filed September 26, 2002, which is hereby incorporated by reference in its 
entirety. Both of the aforementioned non-provisional applications are 
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continuation-in-part applications of the non-provisional patent application serial 
number 09/293,496 with inventor Fabel entitled "SINGLE-SIDE IMAGED 
POSTAL FORM ASSEMBLY" filed April 15, 1999, which is hereby incorporated 
by reference in its entirety. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Field of the Invention 

[0003] This invention generally relates to the field of mailing forms and more 
specifically to mailing forms that can be folded to include a document firmly 
situated inside the mailing form when in folder configuration. 

Description of Related Art 

[0004] As technology progresses, the business office is becoming more and 
more automated. Faxes, file servers, email, teleconferencing and cell phones 
have revolutionized the way firms do business. Self-mailing documents, in 
particular, have enjoyed increasing popularity. A self-mailer is a consumable 
paper product that allows for quick and easy printing and mailing of information. 
A self-mailer can include an envelope, an insert and a return envelope, which 
may be created by folding the original document. For example, self-mailers are 
used to send account statements, invoices, checks, to customers and 
employees of a business. The commonly owned U.S. Patent Applications 
described above provide more information on self-self-mailers. A self-mailer 
allows a firm or business to print directly onto one product all of the information 
necessary for mailing to a customer, client or employee. This is advantageous 
as it eliminates the separate printing of an envelope, an insert and a return 
envelope, as well as the need for the insertion of the return envelope and the 
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insert into the envelope. Self-mailers, however, do not come without their 
drawbacks. 

[0005] One problem is producing the self-mailer. Self-mailers often require 
folding and sealing before sending out. Current folding/sealing machines are 
bulky and costly. Thus, businesses are forced to buy additional equipment, 
apart from software and printers, in order to produce a self-mailer. This is cost 

prohibitive for many businesses. Therefore, a need exists to provide a cost 
effective method of producing self-mailers for small and medium businesses. 

[0006] Another problem with the production of self-mailers is that current 
business form printing software requires duplex or multiple pass printers. This 
is disadvantageous, as the current installed base of printers substantially 
comprises simplex or single pass printers. It would be advantageous for 
business form printing software to support the current installed base of single 
pass printers (simplex), as it is cost effective for those recipients to continue 
using their current printers, as opposed to purchasing new printers. Therefore, 
a need exists for a business form printing system that supports simplex or single 
pass printers. 

[0007] Non-impact printers, such as laser or Inkjet printers, are being 
increasingly used to provide a fast, economical, and convenient method of 
printing data on various media, including self-mailers. Multi-part forms, including 
envelopes in which documents are sent, together with the documents 
themselves, have been manufactured for use in impact printers. Such forms are 
typically assembled into webs with sprocket holes extending along one or both 
lateral edges to facilitate handling through a pin feed impact printer. 
Transferable coatings are selectively placed on one or more of the sheets 
making up the assembly, so that impact-printing forces are transferred to 
produce characters on intermediate document surfaces. This approach has 
further been modified to provide a remittance envelope, in which various 
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materials, such as a check and a portion of the statement, may be returned to 
the organization sending the statement. 

[0008] However, with the increasing popularity of non-impact printers, especially 
among small business organizations, the percentage of organizations having 
the impact printers necessary to use such multi-part forms is decreasing. 
Therefore, what is needed is a self-mailer configured for use with non-impact 
printers. However, by simply adapting the standard available technologies to 
produce forms that can be used with non-impact printers results in forms that do 
not have flexibility and the capability for efficient use with non-impact printers. 
For example, impact self-mailers produced by machine-fold and seal 
technologies available in the 1 980s and 1 990s were often burdensome or 
clumsy to open. A perforated strip had to be removed from at least three, and 
sometimes four, sides of the mail piece. At least two of these strips ran at right 
angles to the paper grain whereby perforations are least effective for providing a 
clean tear. 

[0009] Furthermore, previously available self-mailers often must be processed 
through automatic folding/sealing machines to be used in a practical manner. 
Such automatic folding machines are examples of equipment not available to 
many small business organizations. 

[0010] Currently, there is no efficient solution to handle information where a 
notice, announcement or other information typically printed on an information 
postcard is sent via Certified Mail. Information postcards are used in many 
situations to satisfy notice requirements under local, state and federal laws. 
These notice requirements vary from eviction notices and parking violations, to 
satisfying a lien against equipment and/or belongings. In this example, the 
sender of the information document must match up the document to the 
requirements of Certified Mail. This is time consuming and prone to errors. 
Specifically, a user must manually fill out the "Certified Mail Postcard" (United 
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States Postal Service Form 381 1 and often referred to as Registered IVIail in 
non-U. S. Countries) and tine "Receipt for Certified IVIail" (United States Postal 
Service Form 3800) are manually filled out or printed separately from the 
information post card. 

[001 1] Therefore, a need exists to overcome the problems with the prior art as 
discussed above. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0012] Briefly, in accordance with the present invention, disclosed is a mailing 
form for facilitating the mailing of an information post card or information 
document combined with "Certified Mail Postcard" (United States Postal Service 
Form 381 1 and often referred to as Registered Mail in non-U. S. Countries) and 
the "Receipt for Certified Mail" (United States Postal Service Form 3800). In an 
embodiment of the present invention, the mailing form includes a bottom ply of 
the mailing form and an adhesive interspersed between the ^'Fent face of the-first 
side of the bottom ply ^ o ^ ^ ^ . and the teaekside 

^ " \^ , 0 s " ^ . 0 " ^ Mop ply}. The mailing form 
further includes a top ply of the mailing form located on top of the bottom ply 
and a removable portion of the top ply extending over the first side of the top 
ply, such that removal of the removable portion exposes the adhesive. The 
mailing form further includes document information printed on the ba^ 
faeesecojid sid^^ of the bottom ply. The mailing form further includes a vertical 
fold line for folding the mailing form after the top ply has been removed, the 
adhesive securing the mailing form when folded along the vertical fold line and a 
horizontal sthp of the #Q^t4aGe- f irst side of the bottom pl y (Le. the inner side of 
the bottom ply) 4 9aated^ n th o f i rst s i d o of tho bottom p i y , the horizontal strip 
including adhesive that is exposed after the mailing form is folded along the 
vertical fold line. The mailing form further includes a horizontal fold line for 
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folding the mailing form that has been folded along the vertical fold line, the 
adhesive of the horizontal strip securing the mailing form when folded along the 
horizontal fold line. When the mailing form is in folder configuration, the 
document information is firmly situated within the mailing form as required by 
the United States Postal Service (USPS). 

[0013] In an embodiment of the present invention, the mailing form further 

includes a first perforation along the top margin of the top ply and the bottom ply 
and a second perforation along the bottom margin of the top ply and the bottom 
ply. The first perforation and the second perforation can be torn when the 
mailing form is in folder configuration, such that the mailing from can be 
unfolded along the horizontal fold line. 

[0014] In an embodiment of the present invention, a method for facilitating the 
mailing of a document is further disclosed. The method includes providing a 
mailing form comprising a bottom ply, a top ply located on top of the bottom ply, 
and an adhesive interspersed between the from- face of the first side of the 
bottom ply , . . . . . ^ and the basksldesecond side of 

V \ " s 0 V. \ top ply!. The method further Includes printing 

document information on the '^>>v\ ^ ^..^ o.:iO of the bottom ply and 

removing a removable portion of the top ply extending over the first side of the 
top ply, such that removal of the removable portion exposes the adhesive. The 
method further includes folding the mailing form along a vertical fold line after 
the top ply has been removed, the adhesive securing the mailing form when 
folded along the vertical fold line. A horizontal strip of the ^^ ^ > 

^HHv-^"* ^^-v -vavr\t 0--^^'^^-^ first side of the bottom ply ^ ^ n 
bottom piy) is exposed after the mailing form is folded along the vertical fold line, 
the horizontal strip including adhesive. The method further includes folding the 
mailing form along a horizontal fold line, the adhesive of the horizontal strip 
securing the mailing form when folded along the horizontal fold line. When the 
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mailing form is in folder configuration, the document information is firmly 
situated within the mailing form. 

[0015] In an embodiment of the present invention, the method further includes 
tearing a first perforation running along the top margin of the top ply and the 
bottom ply and a second perforation running along the bottom margin of the top 
ply and the bottom ply when the mailing form is in folder configuration, such that 
the mailing from can be unfolded along the horizontal fold line. 

[0016] The features of the present invention are advantageous as all printed 
information is printed on one face of the self-mailer and thus it allows the self- 
mailer to be printed in a typical sheet-fed non-impact printer. Additionally, it 
allows the postage indicia and Facing Identification Mark to be printed within 1/8 
of an inch of the top edge of an envelope, as required by the U.S. Postal 
Service (USPS). Further, it allows all of the text printed on the self-mailer to be 
printed in the same orientation. This simplifies the printing process and provides 
for an efficient allocation of resources. 

[0017] Another advantage of the present invention is that a self-mailer, including 
a document such as a certified mail form, is provided with an attached "Receipt 

for Certified Mail" (United States Postal Service Form 3800). This embodiment 
of the present invention allows for the printing of the inserted document and the 
receipt at the same time and in one printer pass. This results in a quick and 
easy generation of the self-mailer and associated receipt. 

[0018] Another advantage of the present invention is that the present invention 
eliminates the possibility of a mismatch between a document and a Certified 
Mail card. Since both items are printed onto the same self-mailer, there is no 
need to seek matching documents and collate them together. Instead, both 
items are printed onto the same self-mailer and folded and sealed together to 
produce an item that is mailed. 
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[0019] Another advantage of the present invention is that the self-mailer is easily 
printable by a standard non-impact printer. Printing of the self-mailer does not 
require the adjustment of the printer. This is beneficial to the consumer as it 
results in a more efficient printing process. 

[0020] The foregoing and other features and advantages of the present 
invention will be apparent from the following more particular description of the 
preferred embodiments of the invention, as illustrated in the accompanying 

drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 



[0021] The subject matter, which is regarded as the invention, is particularly 
pointed out and distinctly claimed in the claims at the conclusion of the 
specification. The foregoing and other features and also the advantages of the 
invention will be apparent from the following detailed description taken in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings. Additionally, the left-most digit of 
a reference number identifies the drawing in which the reference number first 
appears. 

[0022] FIG. 1 shows the x\ ^."^ofa \ , ^ of the mailing form 

in one embodiment of the present invention. 

[0023] FIG. 2 shows the frofy^-siciefirst s .\ of a . \v - ^ ^ ^ , 
sjde.M the bQtto.m.piy.. of the mailing form in one embodiment of ihe present 
invention. 

[0024] FIG. 3A shows the V .^o^.- ^ . , ^^de 

.QlJilfLbottoilLBll of the mailing form in one embodiment of ihe present 
invention. 
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[0025] FIG. 3B shows a removable portion of the sesoM^ bottom ply in one 
embodiment of the present invention. 

[0026] FIG. 4 shows the bae-ksideremaining portion of the bottom ply of the 
mailing form after removal of the removable portion of the seoonct pl y bottom ply 
in one embodiment of the present invention. 

[0027] FIG. 5A shows the baeksideseGond side of the bottom ply (i.e. backside 
of the bottom ply -of the mailing form during a first folding action in one 
embodiment of the present invention. 

[0028] FIG. 5B shows the mailing form after the first folding action in one 
embodiment of the present invention. 

[0029] FIG. 6A shows the mailing form during a second folding action in one 
embodiment of the present invention. 

[0030] FIG. 6B shows the mailing form after the second folding action in one 
embodiment of the present invention. 

[0031] FIG. 7 shows the backside second side of a fast ^top piv- (i.e. inner 
side of the top ply) of the mailing form in one embodiment of the present 
invention. 

[0032] FIG. 8 shows the second side backsido of a s o cond p i y bottom piy (i.e. 
the backside of the bottom ply) of the mailing form in one embodiment of the 
present invention. 

[0033] FIG. 9 shows the teaeksid ssecond side of the bottom piy (i.e. the 
s a 0 t'\^ !"^o:to ^Lpjy of the mailing form during removal of the removable 
portion of the seeeR4-pjybackside of the botto m ply in one embodiment of the 
present invention. 
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[0034] FIG. 10 shows the baoksideremaining portion of the bottom ply -of the 
mailing form after removal of the removable portion of the seeoR<^-oivbottom ply 
in one embodiment of the present invention. 

[0035] FIG. 1 1 shows the removable portion of the second piv bottom piv in one 
embodiment of the present invention. 

[0036] FIG. 12 shows the teaeksidesecond side of the bottom ply (i.e. backside 
of the bottom piy) of the mailing form during a first folding action in one 
embodiment of the present invention. 

[0037] FIG. 13 shows the mailing form after the first folding action in one 
embodiment of the present invention. 

[0038] FIG. 14 shows the mailing form during a second folding action in one 
embodiment of the present invention. 

[0039] FIG. 15 shows the mailing form after the second folding action in one 
embodiment of the present invention. 

[0040] FIG. 16 shows the mailing form during removal of a receipt in one 

embodiment of the present invention. 

[0041] FIG. 17 shows another embodiment of the baekside-second side of a i'w&t 
Mod ply- (i.e. Inner side of the top piv) of the mailing form in one embodiment 
of the present invention. 

[0042] FIG. 18 shows another embodiment of the backside second side of a 
bottom p ly s66eR4-0j¥-(i.e. the backside of the bottom ply) of the mailing form in 
one embodiment of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 
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[0043] The present invention solves the problems with the prior art by providing 
a self-mailer that (a) provides a combination of a information post card or 
information document combined with "Certified Mail Postcard" (United States 
Postal Service Form 381 1 and often referred to as Registered Mail in non-U. S. 
Countries) and the "Receipt for Certified Mail" (United States Postal Service 
Form 3800) and (b) can be simplex printed to include all addressing and 
electronic PC postage, including Information-Based Indicia (IBI) and FIM indicia 
and automatic positioning of same, in a single pass through the simplex printer. 
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First Embodiment 



[0044] FIG. 1 shows the IfefilsidefirsL side of a top piyl if-st-olv 1 02 of the mailing 
form, or self-mailer, in one embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 1 shows 
that the v v 102 is a rectangular sheet of paper having dimensions of 
a standard sheet of paper, e.g., 8.5x1 1 inches, 8.5x14 inches or A4. It is 
important to note, that other paper dimensions are possible to those skilled in 
the art, within the true scope and spirit of the present invention. The fipst -pi- vtop 
^ 102 is composed of any number of paper materials and composites that are 
used as paper substitutes. The lifst-fitv top piv 1 02 can receive printed 
information when passed through a simplex non-impact printer. 

[0045] FIG. 1 shows that the iFSt-pj¥top ply 1 02 includes a vertical fold line 120 
that evenly divides the fest-ei vtop pIv 1 02 vertically in half. FIG. 1 also shows 
that the - o , 1 02 includes a horizontal fold line 1 21 that also evenly 

divides the t x-v r ^ 1 02 in half, but horizontally. Thus, the - o 
side of the ^ o : r > v p > 1 02 is divided into four quadrants by the vertical fold 
line 120 and the horizontal fold line 121 . FIG. 1 further shows that the first p l y top 
^ 102 includes a perforation 130 running along the top edge of the llfst-elv top 
pjy 102 and a perforation 131 running along the bottom edge of the f i rst piy top 

siyio2. 

[0046] FIG. 1 further shows that the fffs^ ^top piv 1 02 includes a die cut 141 

that runs along the top edge of the f^^--^ pMor 102 from vertical fold line 120 
to the end of the fr-st-f»iy,tODj)l\;( 102. In addition, the a- 1 >p / \ 102 includes 
a die cut 140 that runs along the vertical fold line 120 from the top of the fe-sl 
pi ytop piy 102 to the die cut 141 . A die cut is a continuous or substantially 
continuous cut of a ply or sheet of paper. A perforation is a periodic series of 
small cuts or holes in a ply or sheet of paper. Various well-known form 
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manufacturing processes can be used to form die cuts and perforations. In one 
embodiment, the fold lines 121 and 120 are perforations. 

[0047] The fold lines, perforations and die cuts of the fesf fslytoiipjy 1 02 create 
various areas in the front faoefirst side of the fipst^top ply 1 02. Area 1 1 0 is 
located in the top right quadrant of the first piytogLgly 1 02, bounded on the 
bottom by fold line 1 21 , bounded on the left by fold line 1 20 and bounded on the 
top by perforation 1 30. Area 1 1 1 is located In the bottom right quadrant of the 

> i 102, bounded on the bottom by perforation 131, bounded on the 
left by fold line 1 20 and bounded on the top by fold line 1 21 . Area 1 1 2 Is located 
In the bottom left quadrant of the fet- plytoe^ 1 02, bounded on the bottom by 
perforation 131 , bounded on the right by fold line 120 and bounded on the top 
by fold line 1 21 . Area 1 1 3 is located in the top left quadrant of the fesli-plyt^^ 
102, bounded on the bottom by fold line 121 , bounded on the right by fold line 
120 and bounded on the top by perforation 130. Horizontal strip 145 Is located 
In the top right quadrant of the fesl-^lytop piy 1 02, bounded on the bottom by die 
cut 141 and bounded on the left by die cut 140. 

[0048] In one embodiment of the present invention, document Information Is 
printed on an informational postcard or information document can be printed In 
areas 1 1 0 and 111. The document information is information necessary to 
satisfy notice requirements under local, state and federal laws. These notice 
requirements vary from eviction notices and parking violations, to satisfying a 
Hen against equipment and/or stored belongings. -In another embodiment of 
the present Invention, variable information can be printed In areas 112 and 113. 
The variable Information can Include, among other things, a sender address, a 
recipient address, postage indicia and a Facing Identification Mark (FIM - a 
symbol on envelopes used for facilitating the sorting and routing of mail). 
Postage indicia include stamp postage, tape postage, PC postage and the like. 
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[0049] In an embodiment of the present invention, postage indicia and FIIVI are 
printed in area 1 12 or 1 13 near fold line 121 . The U.S. Postal Service (USPS) 
requires that postage indicia and FIM be printed within 1/8 of an inch of the top 
edge of an envelope. Many simplex printers have a border of non-printable 
area, commonly on all four sides. Typically, it is difficult, if not impossible, to 
program a sheet-fed printer to print data precisely near the top edge of paper, 
as the top edge is the first portion of the paper that is fed into the printer known 
as the gripper portion. If the postage indicia and FIM were located near the top 
of the flrsl-p^ytop ply 1 02 (such as above the perforation 130), it would be 
problematic to print the postage indicia and FIM within 1/8 of an inch of the top 
edge of the ' ^ ^ \ .1 02. Thus, the postage indicia and FIM are printed 
near the horizontal fold line 1 21 , which is away from the edge of the sheet of the 
i'^i'st plyiQ^^iy 102. 

[0050] Typically, it is possible to program a sheet-fed printer to print data 
precisely in areas away from the edges of the paper. 

[0051 ] Note that the document information printed in the areas 1 1 0 and 1 1 1 and 

the variable information printed in areas 112 and 113 can be printed in a 
downwards-facing or in an upwards facing orientation. 

[0052] The foregoing features of the present invention are advantageous as all 
printed information is printed on the o v a^^. ^ a of the ^ c^^-^. \ 102 
and thus it allows the self-mailer to be printed in a typical sheet-fed non-impact 
printer. Additionally, it allows the postage indicia and FIM to be printed within 1/8 
of an inch of the top edge of the mail piece, as required by the USPS. 

[0053] FIG. 2 shows the #0n^-^ld ofirst side of a-^e€Qf?4 ^ bottom ply (i.e. inner 
side of the bottom ply) 202 of the mailing form in one embodiment of the present 
invention. The seeefid-plybotto m ply 202 is of the same size and constitution as 
the fifsf plv top ply 1 02. As shall be seen below, the seeoftc^-gl vbottom ply 202 is 
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manufactured for superimposing below, and lining up with, the ^i rst p i v top ply 
102. 

[0054] FIG. 2 shows a die cut 240 running along the vertical midsection of the 
second plybottom piy 202 and curving to the right to meet the right edge of the 
se cond plybollom piy 202. In another embodiment, there are other geometric 
angles or combinations of angles and curves that are used, such as a right- 
angle. The horizontal portion of the die cut 240 is referred to as die cut 205. FIG. 
2 also shows a fold line 221 running along the horizontal midsection of the 
vVNN^^o :o / \ 202, starting at the die cut 240 and extending to the right 
edge of the seseR^-plybollom piy 202. FIG. 2 further shows a perforation 230 
running along the top edge of the G o cond p l y bottom piy 202, starting at the die 
cut 240 and extending to the right edge of the second plybollom piy 202. FIG. 2 
further shows a perforation 231 running along the bottom edge of the seeend 
f k V ^ V 202, starting at the die cut 240 and extending to the right edge of 
the ^"^ \ V w.\ ::v. ^ 202. 

[0055] Die cut 240 bounds the area of the removable portion 203 of the s©G0«d 
P^vh. 202. Because a die cut is a substantially continuous cut of the 

material that constitutes seB-end-pj-ybottom piy 202, die cut 240 effectively 
disconnects the removable portion 203 from the rest of the socond p i y bottom ply 
202. The removable portion 203 and its functions are described in greater detail 
below. 

[0056] When the first plytop ply 1 02 is superimposed on top of socond 
^bottom ply 202, the perforation 230 is collinear, that is it lies parallel, with the 
perforation 130, the perforation 231 is collinear with the perforation 131 , the fold 
line 221 is collinear with the fold line 121 and a substantial portion of the die cut 
240 is collinear with the fold line 120. Furthermore, die cut 205 is collinear with 
die cut 141. 
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[0057] FIG. 3A shows the backsidesecond side of the bottom ply (i.e. backside 
■QLtbg bQliQn^ Piy ) of the mailing form 300, or self-mailer, in one embodiment of 
the present invention. The mailing form 300 comprises the f i rst p i y top ply 102 
laid on top of the t^oGORd-^ bottom piy 202 such that the front fao efirst side of 

the ^ >o c.'-io 0! th-^ I'O'to ;^ \ 202 meets the ^^ek4aeesecond side 

of the^-<^^\^ .\ . . ^ ^ ' 102. FIG. 3A shows the tek 

K^A^-^' --vv --o ci.v^e of the ^■v^>o^>^K>i>»v bo-uo-i->-> o pg.xsoe o f the bottom ply) 
202, as the front face first side of the second p l y inner side of the bottom ply 202 
is not visible due to the ftfst-pl vtop ply 1 02 laying on top of the Irsnt- laGefirst 
side of the Gocond ply bottom ply 202. FIG. 3A also shows the back f a o o second 

of the ^ . . X \ \^ ^0 of the top ply) 1 02, visible only as the 

6#@efi4-plybottom piy 202 is peeled off. 

[0058] As explained above, the die cut 240 bounds the area of the removable 

portion 203 of the v ^ ^ \ . 202. Die cut 240 effectively dis-adheres 
or peels-off the removable portion 203 from the rest of the --^ o \ tv p v 
202. FIG. 3A shows that the removable portion 203 of the ^^ ^ ^ . . 
202 can be removed by peeling the removable portion 203 from the self-mailer 
300. The front fac ofirst section of the removable portion 203 of the socond 
P^yM.tLQ!lU)i^;: 202 (i.e., that face of the removable portion 203 that contacts the 

0 ' r-x u>p p \ 1 02) is coated with a releasable substrate 305 such as silicon. 
Further, the area of the -^^-^ ^ ^ ^ ^> v--, of the -^ ,,\\ , : 

side of the top ply) 1 02 that contacts the If^l-fee efirst section of the removable 
portion 203 is coated with an adhesive 304. 

[0059] Thus, the releasable substrate 305 on the "^^^^i^v ^^^^\.." of the 
removable portion 203 of the se€GfKi-piypotio m piy 202 contacts and releasably 
adheres to the adhesive 304 on the back faco secona side of the f i rst piy top piy 
(i.e. inner side of the top ply) 1 02. As the removable portion 203 of the fieeoRd 
etybottom ply 202 is pulled off of the Itfst^top ply 1 02, the releasable 
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substrate 305 on the backs i de second side of the bottom ply (backside of the 
bottom ply) of the removable portion 203 releases from the adhesive 304 on the 
back faco second side of the fes^^top ply (i.e. Inner side of the top ply) 1 02. 
This allows the removable portion 203 to be removed easily when pulled such 
that the releasable substrate 305 on the ffoffrfaeefirst section of the removable 
portion 203 releases from the adhesive 304 on the . ^ .^ -^o of the 

lif-s4-i9i¥tQp ply He. inner side of the top ply) 102. FIG. 3B shows the removable 
portion 203 of the second p i y bottom ply 202 in one embodiment of the present 
invention. FIG. 3B shows the removable portion 203 after.- it has been removed 
from the self-mailer 300. 

[0060] FIG. 4 shows the backsidesecond side of the bottom piy (i.e. backside of 
the bollom piy) of the mailing form 300 after removal of the removable portion 
203 of the second side of the second ply bottom ply 202 (I.e. the backside of the 
-"-^ ^ i in one embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 4 shows that after 
removal of the removable portion 203 of the ^ \" o ^ * ' ^esemfi4 
>. . ^ ^ 202 ^ V N>- s n' V , , a portion of the te^k 

c 4e of the te-plvtop ply (i.e. Inner side of the top ply) 1 02, 
including the adhesive 304, is exposed. Note that a portion of the second 
filv bottom ply 202 has not been removed and is still present. 

[0061] FIG. 4 also shows that horizontal strip 145 of the ftfst-pi vtop ply 102 has 
been removed along with the removable portion 203 of the seeond -pjy botto m 
piy 202. Horizontal strip 145 is located in the >m>\vI ^-v \ 1 02, bounded by 
die cut 1 41 and by die cut 140. When the ^ -v v 1 02 is placed on top of 
--^^ ^ \^\^ V- , \ 202, die cut 205 is collinear with die cut 141 . The 
removable portion 203 of the secofKj -pi ybottom ply 202 is coupled with the 
horizontal strip 145 via adhesive or the like. When the removable portion 203 of 
the seG&nd-Biv boLtom ply 202 is removed, the horizontal strip 145, being 
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coupled to the removable portion 203 and being detached from the rest of the 

^s;^. .102, Is removed along with the removable portion 203. 

[0062] FIG. 5A shows the baeksj€l ese€ond.side.g[.the_b 
of the bottom piy) of the mailing form 300 during a first folding action in one 
embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 5A shows the self-mailer 300 being 
folded for mailing. FIG. 5A shows that the self-mailer 300 is folded along vertical 
fold line 120 such that the ^ , ^ ^ -^^ of the left 

side of self-mailer 300 meets the ^ ^-^ ^ ^ ^ v^-^ ^ . of the 

. . . side of self-mailer 300. Upon folding, note that the . ^ ^ > side of the 
€ j-ii.^ ^^^oscCo^d side of the fe^is^yto^.^ 1 02 is lined with an adhesive 304. 
Thus, when the self-mailer 300 is folded along vertical fold line 120, the 
adhesive 304 contacts and adheres to corresponding areas in the opposing 
face. Namely, the adhesive 304 on the rlghtfe^ side of the first piytop piy 1 02 
contacts and adheres to corresponding areas in the left side of the second 
' xa202. 

[0063] The result of the folding action of FIG. 5A is shown in FIG. 5B. FIG. 5B 
shows the mailing form 300 after the first folding action In one embodiment of 
the present invention. FIG. 5B shows that after folding along the vertical fold line 
1 20, the areas 1 1 0 and 111 are exposed. In one embodiment of the present 
invention, document information can be printed in areas 1 1 0 and 111. FIG. 58 
also shows that a horizontal strip 502 including adhesive 304 is also exposed 
due to the removal of the horizontal strip 145, as described with reference to 
FIG. 4 above. 

[0064] FIG. 6A shows the mailing form 300 during a second folding action in one 

embodiment of the present Invention. FIG. 6A shows the self-mailer 300 being 
further folded for mailing. FIG. 6A shows that the self-mailer 300 Is folded along 
horizontal fold line 1 21 such that the area 1 1 0 of self-mailer 300 meets the area 
1 1 1 of self-mailer 300. Upon folding, note that the horizontal strip 502 is lined 
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with an adhesive 304. Thus, when the self-mailer 300 is folded along horizontal 
fold line 121 , the adhesive 304 contacts and adheres to corresponding areas in 
the opposing face. Namely, the adhesive 304 on the horizontal strip 502 
contacts and adheres to corresponding areas below the perforation 131 of the 

[0065] The result of the folding action of FIG. 6A is shown in FIG. 6B. FIG. 6B 
shows the mailing form 300 after the second folding action in one embodiment 
of the present invention. FIG. 6B shows that after folding along the horizontal 
fold line 1 21 , the area 1 1 3 of the ftfst^tO£.£lx. 1 02 is exposed. In one 
embodiment of the present invention, variable information, such as outgoing 
postal or mailing address or a receipt address, can be printed in area 113. FIG. 
68 also shows that upon folding along the horizontal fold line 121 , perforation 
1 30 and 1 31 are collinear. 

[0066] The foregoing features of the present invention are advantageous as they 
result in document information being firmly situated between layers of paper of 
the fifstp^>'top,„giv . 1 02 and the s-e > V ^ . ^ ^ 202. Further, the 
document information is sealed along the edges by the adhesive 304. This 
produces a mailer that securely carries document information and is able to 
survive the rigors of mail processing by the USPS and other entities. 

[0067] After mailing the completely folded mailing form 300 of FIG. SB, the 
mailing form 300 can be opened by the postal carrier or mail carrier by tearing 
along the perforation 130. Note that upon folding along the horizontal fold line 
121 , perforation 130 and 131 are collinear. Also note that the adhesive 304 on 
the horizontal strip 502 contacts and adheres to corresponding areas below the 
perforation 131 of the ^^^ot ^-v p s 102. Thus, upon tearing along perforations 
130 and 131 and discarding the resultant strip, the adhesive on horizontal strip 
502 is eliminated. The mailing form 300 can then be opened along the 
horizontal fold line 1 21 , as shown in FIG. 6A, exposing areas 1 1 0 and 111. 
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Second Embodiment 



[0068] FIG. 7 shows the fea€4^s4d^second side of a fes^-M- ytop p ly 702 (i.e. the 
Inrc S'de o' v \ r of the mailing form, or self-mailer, in a second 
embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 7 shows that the ^ . s 702 

is a rectangular sheet of paper having dimensions of 8.5x14 inches, for 
example. 

[0069] FIG. 7 shows that the -'^4 r x 702 includes a vertical fold line 720 
running vertically along the first piytop ply 702. FIG. 7 also shows that the ftfs^ 
P^Y^UM^ 702 includes a horizontal fold line 721 running horizontally along the 
tifsl-plYtop ply 702. FIG. 7 further shows that the first piytop ply 702 includes a 
perforation 722 running vertically near the right edge of the fest^io^^lx, 702. 
Additionally, FIG. 7 shows that the *--vj ^ \ 702 includes a perforation 
730 running along the top edge of the ^ \ 702 from the left edge of 
the '^>'ct V 702 to the perforation 722 and a perforation 731 running 

along the bottom edge of the fe®t^tQ£.£bL 702 from the left edge of the 
P^yioa..Bly.. 702 to the perforation 722. 

[0070] FIG. 7 further shows that the fifslf>[ytOB.£l5L 702 includes a die cut 741 
that runs along the top edge of the first piytop ply 702 from vertical fold line 720 
to the left edge of the fest^|DB„^ 702. In addition, the first piyto^^bL 702 
includes a die cut 740 that runs along the vertical fold line 720 from the top of 
the fifst-pl-yto^^lx. 702 to the die cut 741 . In one embodiment, the fold lines 721 
and 720 are perforations. 

[0071 ] The fold lines, perforations and die cuts of the : ^ x 702 create 

various areas in the fesffrlaeefirst side of the fe^^t f^ivsoi-' pi^ 702. Area 71 0 is 
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located in the upper portion of the fest-piytogL^ 702, bounded on the top by 
perforation 730, bounded on the bottom by fold line 721 , bounded on the left by 
fold line 720 and bounded on the right by perforation 722. Area 71 1 is located in 
the bottom portion of the first plytQe.pii. 702, bounded on the bottom by 
perforation 731 , bounded on the left by fold line 720, bounded on the top by fold 
line 721 and bounded on the right by perforation 722. Area 712 is located in the 
bottom portion of the lifBt-wtop ply 702, bounded on the bottom by perforation 
731 , bounded on the right by fold line 720 and bounded on the top by fold line 

721 . Area 713 is located in the top portion of the lifst-filv top ply 702, bounded 
on the bottom by fold line 721 , bounded on the right by fold line 720 and 
bounded on the top by perforation 730. 

[0072] Area 714 is located in the upper portion of the fes^rplyto^.piy. 702, 
bounded on the bottom by fold line 721 and bounded on the left by perforation 

722. Area 715 is located in the bottom portion of the r-.' v 702, 
bounded on the left by perforation 722 and bounded on the top by fold line 721 . 
Horizontal strip 745 is located in the top portion of the ^4 -x-v .\ 702, 
bounded on the bottom by die cut 741 and bounded on the right by die cut 740. 

[0073] In one embodiment of the present invention, document information can 
be printed in areas 71 0 and 711. In another embodiment of the present 
invention, variable information can be printed in areas 712 and 713. In yet 
another embodiment of the present invention, receipt information can be printed 
in areas 714 and 715. In this embodiment, the receipt is typically a copy of 
information that is included in the document information of areas 71 0 and 71 1 . 
The receipt is retained by the sender of the mailing form 300 as a "Receipt for 
Certified Mail" (e.g. United States Postal Form 3800 or equivalent) after being 
"round stamped" by the receiving postal clerk of the United States Postal 
Service of the self-mailer that was mailed. 
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[0074] In yet another embodiment of the present invention, postage indicia and 
FIIVI are printed in area 71 2 or 71 3 near fold line 721 , which is away from the 
edge of the sheet of the f i rst p iytop p!v 702. Note that the document information 
printed in the areas 710 and 71 1 , the variable information printed in areas 712 
and 713 and the receipt information printed in areas 714 and 715 can be printed 
in a downwards-facing or in an upwards facing orientation. 

[0075] The foregoing features of the present invention are advantageous as all 
printed information is printed on the x ^ ^ o of the ^ \ o 702 
and thus it allows the self-mailer to be printed in a typical sheet-fed non-impact 
printer. Additionally, it allows the postage indicia and FIM to be printed within 1/8 
of an inch of the top edge of the self-mailer, as required by the USPS. 

[0076] FIG. 8 shows the ka€lt^6tesecond side -of a second ply 802 (i.e. backside 
Q[ lbg bQ]tQjIlp]y lof the mailing form in one embodiment of the present 
invention. The socond plybottom ply 802 is of the same size and constitution as 
the first piytogL^bL 702. As shall be seen below, the sei" >vv \ 'ts 802 is 
manufactured for superimposing below, and lining up with, the t-^FSf-p Mop piv 
702. 

[0077] FIG. 8 shows a die cut 840 running vertically along the ..""^ ^ .^^^ " 
gly 802 and curving to the left to meet the left edge of the - x \ ^ . 
802. The horizontal portion of the die cut 840 is referred to as die cut 805. FIG. 
8 also shows a die cut 842 running vertically along the ae^Gf^d^bottom ply 
802 and curving to the right to meet the right edge of the socond plybottom ply 
802. The vertical portion of the die cut is referred to as die cut 842. The 
horizontal portion of the die cut is referred to as die cut 841 . 

[0078] FIG. 8 also shows a fold line 821 running along the horizontal midsection 
of the seeeB^^bottom ply 802, starting at the die cut 840 and extending to the 
left edge of the seeeR^-Bjybollom ply 802. Die cut 841 is collinear with fold line 
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821 . FIG. 8 further shows a perforation 830 running along the top edge of the 
se€-efid-^¥bottom ply 802, starting at the die cut 840 and extending to the left 
edge of the G o cond p g y bottom piy 802. FIG. 8 further shows a perforation 831 
running along the bottom edge of the second piyboltQOl..eli 802, starting at the 
die cut 840 and extending to the left edge of the seGoM-plybottom piy 802. 

[0079] Die cuts 840, 841 , 805 and 842 bound the area of the removable portion 

803 of the ^x ^ ^ X \ s . . 802. Because a die cut is a continuous cut of 
the material that constitutes ^--.^ ^'V . ,,\\ 802, die cuts 840, 841 , 805 
and 842 effectively disconnect the removable portion 803 from the rest of the 
■seeeRg^-piyboUom ply 802. The removable portion 803 and its functions are 
described in greater detail below. 

[0080] When the fel^top ply 702 is superimposed on top of s©6ef?4 
plybottom ply 802, the perforation 830 is collinear with the perforation 730, the 
perforation 831 is collinear with the perforation 731 , the fold line 821 is collinear 
with the fold line 721 and a substantial portion of the die cut 840 is collinear with 
the fold line 720. Furthermore, die cut 805 is collinear with die cut 741 , die cut 
841 is collinear with fold line 721 and die cut 842 is collinear with perforation 
722. 

[0081] FIG. 9 shows the ^ . . ^ . ^ ^ ^.\^. o 

0 V V of the mailing form 900, or self-mailer, in one embodiment of the 
present invention. The mailing form 900 comprises the fest-^ty|0£.^ 702 laid 
on top of the seeefsd-ply bottom piy 802 such that the front facofirst side of the 
seeefjd^ of the bottom ply 202 (inner side of the bottom ply) meets the feaek 
fa€@second side of the llfst-^vtoo plv (i.e. inner side of the too dIv) 702. FIG. 9 
shows the \x \ . ^ of the ^ ^ - . . 802 n s 
as the of the . ^ . 

^ " ^ 802 IS not visible due to the ^ v ^ 702 laying on top 
of the ' V .^t o^-^ of the see©n4-pls o v. \ ^ \ c> o o ^ the boitom 
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ply) 802. FIG. 9 also shows the b a ck faoesecond side of the fast-pi vtop piv (i.e. 
inner side of the to p piy) 702, visible only as the seeefid-oi vboltom ply 802 is 
peeled off. 

[0082] As explained above, the die cuts 840, 805, 841 and 842 bound the area 
of the removable portion 803 of the second plybottom ply 802. Die cuts 840, 
805, 841 and 842 effectively disconnect the removable portion 803 from the rest 
of the ^ N . . 802. FIG. 9 shows that the removable portion 803 of 
the V V . . ^ s 802 can be removed by peeling the removable 
portion 803 from the self-mailer 900. The ^ \n ^ ^ of the removable 
portion 803 of the p<>c:>L>m piy 802 (i.e., that face of the removable 

portion 803 that contacts the f i rot p l y top ply 702) is coated with a releasable 
substrate 905 such as silicon. Further, the area of the back facesecond side of 
the fes^^top piv (i.e. Inner side of the top piv) 702 that contacts the fmfrt 
laeefirst portion of the removable portion 803 is coated with an adhesive 904. 

[0083] Thus, the releasable substrate 905 on the front facefirst portion of the 
removable portion 803 of the seeond-pl- vbottom piv 802 contacts and releasably 
adheres to the adhesive 904 on the o.^a -v ^vo^h ^ \^ o of the v^vU-p.^ix 
(i.e. inner side of the top ply) 702. As the removable portion 803 of the seeoftd 
0j¥bottom ply 802 is pulled off of the f i rst p i y top piv 702, the releasable 
substrate 905 on the backsidesecond side of the top ply (i.e. inner side of the 
top ply) of the removable portion 803 releases from the adhesive 904 on the 
Mek-te^secojid^^^^^^^ of the \x ^ v ^ \ ^ ^ ^ 702. 

This allows the removable portion 803 to be removed easily when pulled such 
that the releasable substrate 905 on the - -vo < . . ^ of the removable 
portion 803 releases from the adhesive 904 on the o.^^ v '^oO " ^ o of the 
fes^^top ply (i.e. inner side of the top piv) 702 . 

[0084] FIG. 1 1 shows the 5>-to-v-H^ "^v^^^ ^^-v- removable portion 803 of the seeead 
pi ybottom piy - 802 in one embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 1 1 shows 
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the removable portion 803 after it has been removed from the self-mailer 900. 
FIG. 11 also shows the area of the teaekside first side of the bottom ply (i.e. the 
inner side of the bottom ply) of the removable portion 803 that is covered with 
the releasable substrate 905. 

[0085] FIG. 10 shows the b ack s i d e second side of the bottom ply (i.e. backside 
of the bottom p ly) of the mailing form 900 after removal of the removable portion 

803 of the ^x ^ -^x . ^ ^ . 802 in one embodiment of the present 
invention. FIG. 10 shows that after removal of the removable portion 803 of the 

^-^ > V V V 802, a portion of the \^ .--ofthefifs^ 

^.>.:>p p.> -':iiei :;>iO- Ci the top ply) 702, including the adhesive 904, is 
exposed. Note that portions of the Gocond p l y bottom piy 802 have not been 
removed and are still present. 

[0086] FIG. 10 also shows that horizontal strip 745 of the te-plytop ply 702 has 
been removed along with the removable portion 803 of the oooond ply bottom 
gly 802. Horizontal strip 745 is located in the ^ ^- ^ - 702, bounded by 
die cut 741 and by die cut 740. When the ;■^ o \ 702 is superimposed 
on top of ^^-"HV'V' r-v'-^^r ' ^ r \ 802, die cut 805 is collinear with die cut 741 . The 
removable portion 803 of the -seeo^d-fily bottom ply 802 is coupled with the 
horizontal strip 745 via adhesive or the like. When the removable portion 803 of 
the second plybottom piy 802 is removed, the horizontal strip 745, being 
coupled to the removable portion 803 and being detached from the rest of the 
fet^tg£.plX„ 702, is removed along with the removable portion 803. 

[0087] FIG. 12 shows the backsidesecond side of the bottom piy (i.e. backside 
of the bottom ply) of the mailing form 900 during a first folding action in one 
embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 12 shows the self-mailer 900 being 
folded for mailing. FIG. 1 2 shows that the self-mailer 900 is folded along vertical 
fold line 720 such that the te v s ^ v ^ v " ^ ^ ^ o of the left side of self-mailer 
900 meets the 0aek4aGesei v o o of the ^^'^ side of self-mailer 900. 
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Upon folding, note that the riqhtl tfst side of the b a ck fac o second side of the fet 
702 is lined with an adhesive 904. Thus, when the self-mailer 900 is 
folded along vertical fold line 720, the adhesive 904 contacts and adheres to 
corresponding areas in the opposing face. Namely, the adhesive 904 on the 
rightf ipst side of the fesl- ^top piy 702 contacts and adheres to corresponding 
areas in the left side of the second piybottom piy 802. 

[0088] The result of the folding action of FIG. 1 2 Is shown In FIG. 1 3. FIG. 1 3 
shows the mailing form 900 after the first folding action In one embodiment of 
the present invention. FIG. 13 shows that after folding along the vertical fold line 
720, the areas 710 and 71 1 are exposed. In one embodiment of the present 
invention, document information can be printed in areas 710 and 71 1. FIG. 13 
also shows that a horizontal strip 1 302 including adhesive 904 is also exposed 
due to the removal of the horizontal strip 745, as described with reference to 
FIG. 10 above. 

[0089] FIG. 14 shows the mailing form 900 during a second folding action in one 
embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 14 shows the self-mailer 900 being 
further folded for mailing. FIG. 14 shows that the self-mailer 900 Is folded along 
horizontal fold line 721 such that the area 710 of self-mailer 900 meets the area 
71 1 of self-mailer 900. Upon folding, note that the horizontal strip 1302 is lined 
with an adhesive 904. Thus, when the self-mailer 900 is folded along horizontal 
fold line 721 , the adhesive 904 contacts and adheres to corresponding areas in 
the opposing face. Namely, the adhesive 904 on the horizontal strip 1302 
contacts and adheres to corresponding areas below the perforation 731 of the 
f i rst pl y top ply 702. 

[0090] The result of the folding action of FIG. 1 4 Is shown In FIG. 1 5. FIG. 1 5 
shows the mailing form 900 after the second folding action In one embodiment 
of the present Invention. FIG. 15 shows that after folding along the horizontal 
fold line 721 , the area 71 3 of the lifs^aiv top piy 702 is exposed. In one 
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embodiment of the present invention, variable information can be printed in area 
713. FIG. 15 also shows that upon folding along the horizontal fold line 721 , 
perforation 730 and 731 are collinear. 

[0091] The foregoing features of the present invention are advantageous as they 
result in document information being firmly situated between layers of paper of 
the first piytg^pbL 702 and the seeeft^^bottom ply 802. Further, the 
document information is sealed along the edges by the adhesive 904. This 
produces an envelope that securely carries document information and is able to 
survive the rigors of mail processing by the USPS and other entities. 

[0092] FIG. 16 shows the mailing form 900 during removal of a receipt in one 
embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 16 shows that upon folding along fold 
line 721 , the perforation 722 folds onto itself, allowing a postal clerk of the 
United States Postal Office of the self-mailer 900 to tear the perforation 722 so 
as to detach the areas 714 and 715, which may contain receipt information and 
handed back to the sender. 

[0093] After mailing the completely folded mailing form 900 of FIG. 15, the 
mailing form 900 can be opened by the delivering postal carrier or mail carrier 

by tearing along the perforation 730. Note that upon folding along the horizontal 
fold line 721 , perforation 730 and 731 are collinear. Also note that the adhesive 
904 on the horizontal strip 1 302 contacts and adheres to corresponding areas 
below the perforation 731 of the fe®t^t^.M3L 702. Thus, upon tearing along 
perforations 730 and 731 and discarding the resultant strip, the adhesive on 
horizontal strip 1302 is eliminated. The mailing form 900 can then be separated 
along the horizontal fold line 721 , as shown in FIG. 16, exposing areas 710 and 
711. 

Third Embodiment 
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[0094] FIG. 17 shows another embodiment of the baokc i d o second side - of a fet 
^[¥top ply (i.e. inner side of the top ply) 1702 of the mailing form, or self-mailer, 
in a third embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 17 is an alternative 
embodiment of the item depicted in FIG. 7. FIG. 17 shows that the f i rst p l y top 
ply 1702 is a rectangular sheet of paper having dimensions of 8.5x14 inches, 
for example. 

FIG. 17 shows that the ^ ^. ^ . 1702 includes a 
vertical fold line 1720 running vertically along the ^ o: -> \r 1702. FIG. 17 
also shows that the . ^ 1702 includes a horizontal fold line 1721 

running horizontally along the ftrst-pl vtop piv 1 702. FIG. 17 further shows that 
the f i rst p i y top piv 1 702 includes a perforation 1 722 running vertically near the 
right edge of the ftfs^plyto^.pbL 702. Additionally, FIG. 1 7 shows that the fifst 
# ^top ply 1 702 includes a perforation 1 730 running along the top edge of the 
^^oN ^ \ 1702 from the left edge of the ^^^^ \ ^ 1702 to the 
perforation 1722 and a perforation 1731 running along the bottom edge of the 
fast-ei ytGp ply 1 702 from the left edge of the f i rst p l y top piy 1 702 to the 
perforation 1 722. 

[^4^4.110096] FIG. 1 7 further shows that the ffrst-eiytop ply 1 702 includes 
a die cut 1 741 that runs along the top edge of the f i rot p i y top piv 1 702 from 
vertical fold line 1720 to the left edge of the fes^e^ vLop piv 1 702. In addition, the 
f i r s t piy top piy 1702 includes a die cut 1740 that runs along the vertical fold line 
1 720 from the top of the ^^v.t^ p v. \ 1 702 to the die cut 1 741 . In one 
embodiment, the fold lines 1721 and 1720 are perforations. 

[94-9g-]{0097] The fold lines, perforations and die cuts of the lif-st--otv top ply 

1 702 create various areas in the > v-.^ "^^ of the . ■-^ o ^ i .-^ \ 1702. 

Area 1 71 0 is located in the upper portion of the ^ ^^'^ . \ 1 702, bounded 
on the top by perforation 1730, bounded on the bottom by fold line 1721 , 
bounded on the left by fold line 1 720 and bounded on the right by perforation 
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1722. Area 1711 is located in the bottom portion of the fes^ ^top piv 1 702, 
bounded on the bottom by perforation 1731 , bounded on the left by fold line 

1 720, bounded on the top by fold line 1 721 and bounded on the right by 
perforation 1722. Area 1712 is located in the bottom portion of the ^ 

IdbL 1702, bounded on the bottom by perforation 1731, bounded on the right by 
fold line 1 720 and bounded on the top by fold line 1 721 . Area 1 71 3 is located in 
the top portion of the lif^-^lop piy 1 702, bounded on the bottom by fold line 

1721 , bounded on the right by fold line 1720 and bounded on the top by 
perforation 1 730. 

{&103}[0098] Area 1714 is located in the upper portion of the fest-filyiop 
pjy 1702, bounded on the bottom by fold line 1721 and bounded on the left by 
perforation 1 722. Area 1715 is located in the bottom portion of the f i rst p i v top 
ply 1702, bounded on the left by perforation 1722 and bounded on the top by 

fold line 1721 . Horizontal strip 1745 is located in the top portion of the t-n-s.^ 
^j ytop piv 1 702, bounded on the bottom by die cut 1741 and bounded on the 
right by die cut 1740. 

;^ \ ^* ' ' In one embodiment of the present invention, document 

information can be printed in areas 1710 and 171 1 . In another embodiment of 
the present invention, variable information can be printed in areas 1712 and 
1713. In yet another embodiment of the present invention, receipt information 
can be printed in areas 1714 and 1715. In this embodiment, the receipt is 
typically a copy of information that is included in the document information of 
areas 1 71 0 and 1711. The receipt is retained by the sender of the mailing form 
3800 as a "Receipt for Certified Mailing" (e.g. United States Postal Form 3800 or 
equivalent) after being "round stamped" by the receiving postal clerk of the 
United States Postal Service of the self-mailer that was mailed. 

„t o^^.' - \ In yet another embodiment of the present invention, postage 
indicia and FIM are printed in area 1 71 2 or 1 71 3 near fold line 1 721 , which is 



Docket No. 542-P0035 



29 



EXPRESS MAIL LABEL NO. EV343427046US 



away from the edge of the sheet of the ftfstplytgB„^ 1 702. Note that the 
document information printed in the areas 1710 and 171 1 , the variable 
information printed in areas 1 71 2 and 1 71 3 and the receipt information printed 
in areas 1714 and 1715 can be printed in a downwards-facing or in an upwards 
facing orientation. 

mo@ir0101] FIG. 1 7 further shows labels 1 771 , 1 772 and 1 773 in area 
1715. These labels can be used to print recipient address data, sender address 
data, postage, or any other information that can be printed onto a label and 
used in conjunction with the self-mailer or otherwise. Note that each label is 
generated by a closed die cut that encircles or encompasses the label. 

{^i^ZllQlQ^I FIG. 1 8 shows another embodiment of the v \ o \^ 

side -of a seeond^bottoni ply 1 802 of the mailing form in a third embodiment 
of the present invention. FIG. 18 is an alternative embodiment of the item 
depicted in FIG. 8. The Gocond plybottom ply 1 802 is of the same size and 
constitution as the first plytOBLgdy„ 1 702. As shall be seen below, the s€8fH^c4 
Bi Yboitom piy 1802 is manufactured for supenmposing below, and lining up with, 
the f i rst p i y top piy 1 702. 

fe:Uv\^ ' ^ \, FIG. 1 8 shows a die cut 1 840 running vertically along the 

o ^ NX. ^, ^- - V 1 802 and curving to the left to meet the left edge of the 
- - ^ " 0 N V V 1 802. The horizontal portion of the die cut 1 840 is referred 
to as die cut 1815. FIG. 18 also shows a die cut 1842 running vertically along 
the seeeBd-ply bottom ply 1 802 and curving to the right to meet the right edge of 
the see^^^d-^bottom piy 1 802. The vertical portion of the die cut is referred to 
as die cut 1 842. The horizontal portion of the die cut is referred to as die cut 
1 841 . FIG. 1 8 also shows a die cut 1 805 that starts at the left edge of the 

- ^ - ^ X \ . V 1 802 extends out onto the self mailer and returns to the 

left edge of the \v ^ ^ \ ^ ^ r 1 802. A strip 1 850 consists of a strip of ply 
that is formed from the die cuts 1805 and 1815. 
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[0109] [0104] FIG. 18 further shows a perforation 1830 running along the 
top edge of the sesgmg^ fil yboltom ply 1 802, starting at the die cut 1 840 and 
extending to the left edge of the seeeod-ptybottom ply 1 802. FIG. 1 8 further 
shows a perforation 1831 running along the bottom edge of the ^^v- ^ 
r ' rx^" 1802, starting at the die cut 1840 and extending to the left edge of 
the sec-)eBc4-0y bottom ply 1 802. 

^ < v-"^ -"^^ Die cuts 1 840, 1 841 , 1 81 5, 1 805 and 1 842 bound the area 
of the removable portion 1803 of the \ \ -^^ ^ . 1802. Because a die 

cut is a continuous cut of the material that constitutes sa€efi4-plybottoiTii)[y 
1 802, die cuts 1 840, 1 841 , 1 81 5, 1 805 and 1 842 effectively disconnect the 
removable portion 1 803 from the rest of the Gocond p l y bottom ply 1 802. The 
removable portion 1803 and its functions are described in greater detail above. 

ffiW}[0106] When the fe^s^^top ply 1702 is superimposed on top of 
socond plybottom piy 1 802, the perforation 1 830 is collinear with the perforation 
1730, the perforation 1831 is collinear with the perforation 1731, the strip 1850 
is collinear with the fold line 1 721 and a substantial portion of the die cut 1 840 is 
collinear with the fold line 1 720. Furthermore, die cut 1 805 is collinear with die 
cut 1 741 , die cut 1 841 is collinear with fold line 1 721 and die cut 1 842 is 
collinear with perforation 1 722. 

^ ' , ^ It should be noted that the difference between the item 
depicted in FIG. 8 and the item depicted in FIG. 18 is the presence of the strip 
1850 in the mailer of FIG. 18, which is not present in the mailer of FIG. 8. When 
the removable portion 1 803 of the second plybottom ply 1 802 is removed, this 
exposes the fest- plytop ply 1702. The strip 1850 is integrated with the 
removable portion 1803 and is thus removed when the removable portion 1803 
is removed. Note that strip 1850 covers the midline of the self mailer, under 
which fold line 1721 of FIG. 17 is located. The advantage of strip 1850 is that 
upon removal of the removable portion 1803, the fold line 1721 is exposed and 
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allows for easier folding of the self mailer. Folding is inherently easier when one 
piece of paper (or one ply) is folded, as opposed to two pieces of paper (or two 
ply). 

|Q44S] [0108| Although specific embodiments of the invention have been 

disclosed, those having ordinary skill in the art will understand that changes can 
be made to the specific embodiments without departing from the spirit and 

scope of the invention. The scope of the invention is not to be restricted, 
therefore, to the specific embodiments. Furthermore, it is intended that the 
appended claims cover any and all such applications, modifications, and 
embodiments within the scope of the present invention. 

ia-144HQ1Q9] What is claimed is: 
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MULTI-LABEL MAILING FORM INCLUDING CERTIFIED SELF-MAILER 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A mailing form for facilitating the mailing of a document is disclosed. The 
mailing form includes a bottom ply of the mailing form and an interspersed 
between the f^^=^t-4aee-#4l^e first side of the bottom ply (i.e. inner side of the 
bottom ply) and the backs i de second side of the top ply -(i.e. inner side of top ply). 
The mailing form further includes a top ply of the mailing form and a removable 
portion of the top ply extending over the first side of the top ply. The mailing form 
further includes a vertical fold line for folding the mailing form after the top ply has 
been removed, and a horizontal strip of the ^'^^^t ot \" of the bottom ply 
te€at-ad---efvtl^f>4¥«4-€44(^^^ the horizontal strip including adhesive 

that is exposed after the mailing form is folded. The mailing form further includes 
a horizontal fold line for folding the mailing form that has been folded along the 
vertical fold line. 
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